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Sir: 



TECH CENTER 1600/2900 



The Applicants acknowledge the receipt of the Final Office Action ("the Action") mailed on 
January 10, 2003 (Paper No. 11), which has been carefully reviewed and studied. The Examiner is 
respectfully requested to enter the following amendments and reexamination and reconsideration of the 
application is requested in view of the following amendments and remarks. In order to facilitate the 
Examiner's evaluation of the application, Applicants have attempted to address the objections and 
rejections in Paper No. 1 1 in the same order in which they were originally raised. 



AMENDMENTS 



In the claims: 

Please amend claim 2 so that the text of the amended claim reads as follows. 



2. (Twice Amended) An isolated nucleic acid molecule comprising a nucleotide sequence 

that: 

(a) encodes the amino acid sequence of SEQ ID NO:2; and 

(b) hybridizes under highly stringent conditions including washing in 
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